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ocean, but in 1514 he returned once more to the Indies in the
train of the new Governor, Pedro Arias de Villa, carrying this
time the Royal appointment and title of Alguazil IMajor de
Castilia del Oro.
During his stay at Court, Enciso had been almost daily in
conversation with the renowned Milanese historian Peter
Martyr, who had questioned him closely about his experiences
in the Caribbean, following in this his usual procedure when
men of intelligence returned from the Indies, since it was from
such material he compiled the famous Decades of the New
World. Enciso must at the same time have enjoyed the acquaint-
ance of Gonzales Fernandez de Oviedo, later to be the Spanish
historian of the Indies, for Oviedo had just been appointed
overseer of the gold-refining works which were to be established
in Tierra Firme, and he too, travelled out with Pedro Arias.
Oviedo's first stay overseas, however, was only a short one; with
the nephew of Amerigo Vespucci, who had piloted the new
Governor's fleet across the Atlantic, he came back to Spain in
1515, bringing news which supplemented Balboa's first letter
announcing his great exploit.
The significance of the discovery of the South Sea was from
the first fully appreciated in Spain, and the more so as, following
the conquest of Malacca in 1511, the Portuguese had already
been penetrating from the east what was generally held to be
the same Main Sea that Balboa had sighted. The possibility
was widely canvassed that a strait in low latitudes, leading
directly westward through the New Lands to this new ocean,
only awaited discovery: and Peter Martyr, who had talked the
matter over with many pilots and cosmographers, records that
Sebastian Cabot was holding himself ready to search for such a
strait to the north of the equinoctial line while Juan de Solis
was looking for it southward beyond Cape St. Augustine.
Cabot, however, never actually sailed, and de Solis perished in
the Plate estuaxy, to which the name of Rio de Solis was then
given. His failure to find a strait strengthened the arguments
of those who considered that the New World (as shewn for